Tips for Writing a Statement of Significance for
Section 8 of the National Register nomination

Summary

· A single, informative paragraph is all that is needed for the summary.

· The summary should state the Criterion and the area and period of significance for the property. See National Register Bulletin 16A for more information about selecting Criterion, and areas and periods of significance.
· The summary should also briefly describe why the property is eligible for the National Register.

Body
· The body of Section 8 should begin with a discussion of general topics before moving to more specific information about the property. For example, for a historic school, a good nomination will talk generally about the development of the area, then the town, then the development of the education system, and then the construction of the building.  Finally, the nomination will draw on information already presented to make an argument for how the school represents the trends of local development and education, and tell the reader why the building should be listed in the National Register. 

· Avoid giving too much background information about the property. Only include information that will help make a good case for listing.

· Avoid long quotes unless they are very important to help explain the history and importance of the property. If quotes are used, be sure to state who is being quoted and give the reader an idea of what they have to say is important (e.g. In Space, Style, and Structure: Building in Northwest America, architect Philip Dole explains . . .)
Comparative Analysis
· All National Register nominations need to emphasize why the property being nominated is more important than other similar properties.  The comparative analysis should address any comparable properties located in the same city, county, or general area already listed in the National Register, with one or two sentences of architectural description for the property, the date listed, and why the property being nominated is more important than those properties already listed. A more in-depth comparison may be required for properties being nominated for their architectural importance.
· In the comparative analysis, describe how the property being nominated is more unique, architecturally notable, or closely associated with a historic event or person than other similar buildings. This argument should be based on the selected Criterion and the area and period of significance. 
Conclusion

· The conclusion paragraph should restate the Criterion and the area and period of significance for the property, and again give the reasons why the property should be listed in the National Register.
Reminders
· If possible, use  footnotes when citing quotes and other sources
· Use headings to help create smoother reading
· Try to use consistent language throughout Section 8
· Avoid repetition and be as concise as possible
