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Setting the Stage for Oregon Shines III

What is Oregon Shines?

Oregon Shines, first established in 1989 and periodically updated, is a collaborative effort between policy makers and the public to retain and improve Oregon’s quality of life. Oregon Shines focuses on the principle components of our daily lives: jobs, education, community, health and basic needs, safety and livability.  (www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/os.shtml) 
What is the Oregon Progress Board?

The Oregon Progress Board was created by the Legislature in 1989 to keep Oregonians focused on quality-of-life goals articulated in Oregon Shines, and to monitor the state’s progress towards them using Oregon Benchmarks as the yardstick. (www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/) 
Why have Oregon Shines?
Oregon Shines provides an opportunity for Oregonians to proactively and strategically join forces on three important goals:
· Quality jobs (including education and workforce development)
· Engaged, caring and safe communities

· Healthy, sustainable surroundings 
Who decides what goes in to Oregon Shines?
You do! Thousands of Oregonians, including elected officials, were involved in Oregon Shines I and II. Regional meetings were held to find out what Oregonians thought should be done to improve their quality of life. Partners combined those findings with data and created strategic approaches for achieving success. A similar process will occur for Oregon Shines III.
How is Oregon Shines implemented and are we making progress?
Citizens, foundations, businesses, not-for-profit organizations, schools, and city, county and state governments are all partners in implementing Oregon Shines.  Oregon Benchmarks help policy makers and the public make judgments about whether those implementation strategies, collectively, are moving Oregon forward (www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/2005report/2005BPR_Home.shtml).  Coupled with Oregon Benchmark data, government performance measures help determine if state government is delivering the most strategic results possible for achieving Oregon’s goals.
So what happens now?

It has been nearly a decade since Oregonians and their elected representatives were asked about their quality of life and whether current strategies are working. That’s why Oregon Shines III is overdue. To prepare for Oregon Shines III: this biennium, the Progress Board will begin to learn what partners are doing and the strategic plans that guide them. To complete Oregon Shines III: next biennium, the Progress Board will harmonize and augment, where necessary, these many existing strategic plans into an overarching, synergistic vision for Oregon’s future. In order to succeed with the Oregon Shines update, the process must engage hundreds of Oregonians from around the state in deliberations about the state’s quality of life, present and future. 
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