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Notes - Assessment Committee Phone Conference

October 12, 2006, 1:00 – 2:30

Present: Brett Wilcox and Pat Ackley

Staff: Rita Conrad and Whitney Temple

Guests: Gregg Lande and Bob Nystrom
I.  Targets

REQUEST TARGET APPROVAL - #75, Air Quality, new targets (doc)
Guest: Gregg Lande, Department of Environmental Quality
Previously, the board approved the wording of the new benchmark, but did not set targets without first seeing the data.  Rita divided the approved benchmark into two separate benchmarks to be less confusing (see new data display (xls) and new endnote (doc)). New #75 (old part a) is based on national standards and new #76 (old part b) is based on new science and Oregon’s Department of Environmental Quality.  
The committee recommended defining “sensitive groups” in the endnote and recommends targets for approval by the board. 
II.  Benchmark Revisions:

REQUEST APPROVAL #1 – Employment in Rural Oregon 

Suggested reword: Percent of Oregon non-farm wage and salary jobs outside the I-5 corridor and Deschutes County.  
*Committee recommends for approval by the board. 

REQUEST APPROVAL #30 – Volunteering (staff recommends this new data source: http://www.nationalservice.org/about/volunteering/index.asp) 
The new data source would allow for national comparisons and would move the age threshold from 18 to 16.  Suggested reword: Percent of Oregonians over age 16 who volunteer time to civic, community, or nonprofit activities in the last twelve months.  
*Committee recommends for approval by the board. 

REQUEST APPROVAL #81 – Forest Land
Suggested reword: Percent of Oregon wildland forest in 1974 still preserved for forest use. 
*Committee recommends for approval by the board. 
REQUEST APPROVAL #82 – Timber Harvest

Suggested reword: Actual public timber harvest as a percent of planned and projected harvest levels under current plans & policies.  
The committee asked staff to clarify in the endnote that ‘planned’ refers to public lands and ‘projected’ refers to private lands. 

*Committee recommends for approval by the board as: Actual public timber harvest as a percent of planned and projected harvest levels under current policies.  
III.  New / Developmental Benchmarks

REQUEST APPROVAL - Positive Youth Development.  
PYD Data Display (xls) and PYD Benchmark Report (not for distribution)
Guest: Bob Nystrom, Department of Human Services

Rita gave background on the development of the benchmark.  Bob Nystrom feels it is a potential breakthrough in the PYD field. The data show that attributes of positive youth development as measured by the benchmark are strong predictors of lower risk behaviors.  
Suggested wording: Percent of Oregon teens who report positive youth development attributes: a. 8th graders, b. 11th graders.  
*Committee recommends for approval by the board. 

UPDATE ONLY - #88 – Natural Habitats 

The full spectrum and detail of data for this new benchmark will not fit the standard Benchmark Performance Report format.  The benchmark will be displayed as a single bar chart showing the total percent of land in Oregon that is natural habitat. With the new online benchmark reporting functionality, readers will then be able to drill down to more detailed information by ecoregion and habitat type via interactive maps.  Data for Eastern Oregon will be available for the 2007 Benchmark Performance Report and statewide data will be available in spring 2007. 

IV.   Draft Letter to Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife Director Virgil Moore  - Benchmarks #85 – 87 Freshwater, Marine, and Terrestrial Species 
These benchmarks are based on species monitored by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), which is a restricted. The benchmarks could provide a more comprehensive picture by using a different data source, such as Nature Serve, which gives risk/security ratings for all species rather than just those on state and federal threatened and endangered species listings.   ODFW staff asked Rita to ask ODFW Director Virgil Moore to support a workgroup for this project.  
The committee advised Rita to run the letter by Lindsay and approach Director Moore based on his input. 
Notes to Rita:

In preparation for the upcoming board meeting, Pat suggested providing background information in writing for the entire board so that meeting time will be used productively.  
Link to Bob’s PYD PPT show and please send Bob the board meeting information.  
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