Proposed Benchmark Change – Benchmark 69 Drinking Water
Percent of Oregonians served by public drinking water systems that meet health-based standards (water system has gone one year without violation)


Proposed benchmark change

Replace the current benchmark which measures a mixture of various types of water systems in Oregon with a two-part benchmark that measures only one type: community water systems.  The two parts would be:
1. The percentage of Oregonians served by community water systems that receive drinking water that meet all applicable health-based drinking water standards during the year, and

2. The percentage of community water systems that provide drinking water that meet all applicable health-based drinking water standards during the year.
Rationale for the change

Currently the benchmark measures community water systems along with non-transient non-community and those transient non-community systems serving 500 or more people.
  Removing these two public water system types and focusing on community water systems will align the benchmark with the EPA objectives for community water systems described in the 2006-2011 EPA strategic plan (sub-objective 2.1.1).  This will allow for direct comparison of Oregon, the US, and other states, while still measuring the vast majority of systems where Oregonians get their drinking water. 
Tracking both the population served by water systems meeting standards and the numbers of water systems meeting standards increase the benchmark accountability for both large and small-sized water systems.  The previous benchmark measuring only the population served by public water systems and would inherently mask the number of water systems not meeting health standards since most systems having difficulty meeting standards serve small numbers of Oregonians.
The majority of systems where Oregonians get their drinking water would still be covered by changing the benchmark.  The change would decrease the total number of water systems measured from ~1,200 to ~900 systems.  However these 900 community water systems supply the majority of Oregon’s population, over 3 million people, where they actually live.  As the data on the next page reveals the changing of the water systems covered has a minor impact on the overall rate of Oregonians covered by systems meeting standards.

Benchmark Revisions 

OLD – Benchmark 69

Percent of Oregonians served by public drinking water systems that meet health-based standards (water system has gone one year without violation)
What it measures:

This benchmark measures the population served by public drinking water systems that meet all maximum levels (including treatment level requirements) for the listed contaminants continuously during the year. For purposes of this benchmark, we measure both community systems and non-transient non-community systems, as well as transient non-community systems serving over 500 people per day. This benchmark measures only health‑based requirements (in order of risk): (a) E. Coli (or fecal coliform) bacteria maximum levels (b) Surface water treatment performance levels - failure to meet minimum filtration treatment (95% turbidity levels) - failure to meet disinfection treatment levels (CxT) (c) Nitrate/Nitrite maximum levels (d) Chemical/Radiological maximum levels (e) Lead action level (confirmed) (f) Total coliform bacteria maximum levels (g) Copper action level (confirmed). The data reflect cumulative numbers for each full calendar year. Note that new and revised standards scheduled to take effect in 2003 - 2010 may cause short-term declines in the benchmark population as new water quality problems are identified (examples are radon, arsenic, disinfection by-products, surface water treatment requirements, groundwater treatment requirements).
NEW – Benchmark 69a
Percent of Oregonians served by community drinking water systems that meet health-based standards (water system has gone one year without violation).
What it measures:

This benchmark measures the population served by community drinking water systems that meet all standards maximum levels (including treatment level requirements) for the listed contaminants continuously during the year.  This benchmark includes all of Oregon’s roughly 900 community water systems.  The health‑based requirements for this benchmark are (in order of risk): (a) E. Coli (or fecal coliform) bacteria maximum levels (b) Surface water treatment performance levels - failure to meet minimum filtration treatment (95% turbidity levels) - failure to meet disinfection treatment levels (CxT) (c) Nitrate/Nitrite maximum levels (d) Chemical/Radiological maximum levels (e) Lead action level (confirmed) (f) Total coliform bacteria maximum levels (g) Copper action level (confirmed). The data reflect cumulative numbers for each full calendar year. Note that new and revised standards scheduled to take effect in 2007 - 2015 may cause short-term declines in the benchmark measures as new water quality problems are identified (examples are radioactive contaminants, arsenic, disinfection by-products, surface water treatment requirements, and groundwater requirements).

NEW – Benchmark 69b

Percent of community drinking water systems that meet health-based standards (water system has gone one year without violation).
What it measures:

This benchmark measures the number of community drinking water systems that meet all standards maximum levels (including treatment level requirements) for the listed contaminants continuously during the year. This benchmark includes all of Oregon’s roughly 900 community water systems.  The health‑based requirements for this benchmark are (in order of risk): (a) E. Coli (or fecal coliform) bacteria maximum levels (b) Surface water treatment performance levels - failure to meet minimum filtration treatment (95% turbidity levels) - failure to meet disinfection treatment levels (CxT) (c) Nitrate/Nitrite maximum levels (d) Chemical/Radiological maximum levels (e) Lead action level (confirmed) (f) Total coliform bacteria maximum levels (g) Copper action level (confirmed). The data reflect cumulative numbers for each full calendar year. Note that new and revised standards scheduled to take effect in 2007 - 2015 may cause short-term declines in the benchmark measures as new water quality problems are identified (examples are radioactive contaminants, arsenic, disinfection by-products, surface water treatment requirements, and groundwater requirements).
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· Old is the data currently displayed in the statewide benchmark. 
Proposed Benchmark Charts
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Current Benchmark chart
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Benchmark Target Setting 

	69. Drinking Water
	Proposed Targets
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1. WHY IS THE TARGET AMBITIOUS BUT REALISTIC 

The 2010 benchmark target reflects the EPA’s strategic goal for 201l, albeit a year earlier.  The EPA set the 2011 target accounting for the likely impact of multiple significant new drinking water standards that take effect in 2007-2015.  These new standards establish rigorous new health-based requirements for arsenic, radioactive contaminants, surface water treatment, by-products of disinfection, and for groundwater. Because of these new standards, we expect that the USEPA national targets for 2010 will be maintained for 2015.

2. HOW MUCH DOES ACHIEVING THE TARGET DEPENDS ON YOUR AGENCY VERSUS OTHER PARTNERS 
The Department of Human Services is charged with assuring safe drinking water by overseeing public water suppliers, and in that role receives drinking water quality data from public water suppliers, determines compliance with standards, and addresses noncompliance through assistance, and when needed, enforcement. Achieving the target is dependent on the successful actions of public water suppliers who actually supply safe drinking water to the public. 
3. IDENTIFY OTHER PARTNERS/AGENCIES INVOLVED IN ACHIEVING THE BENCHMARK TARGET.
The Department of Human Services partners with local county health departments and the Oregon Department of Agriculture to carry out its direct oversight role to assure safe drinking water. In addition, the Department partners with the Oregon Economic and Community Development Department to provide financial assistance to communities for safe drinking water construction projects, and with the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality to protect sources of drinking water.
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� Non-transient non-community systems are public water systems that regularly supply water to at least 25 of the same people at least six months per year, but not year round, such as schools, office buildings, and hospitals.  Transient non-community water systems are public water systems that provide water in a specific place such as a gas station or campground where people do not remain long term.





3/4/2008


1

