Benchmark 81 – Proposed Data Source Change

Benchmark # 81  Percent of Oregon forest land in 1970 still preserved for forest use.

Need: Forests are extremely important to Oregon. They are an integral part of Oregon’s natural, economic, and cultural landscape. The size of the forestland base is a critical variable that influences the production of all forest values.  As the size of the forest declines, the amount of goods and services produced by the forest also declines.  The United States is losing an alarming amount of its forestland to development.  “According to final figures from the 1997 Natural Resource Inventory, 10 million acres of private forests were lost to development between 1982 and 1997.  This amounts to an area of forestland twice the size of Massachusetts, lost forever (Best, 2002).”  During the same time period, Washington lost 262,800 acres (2%) and California lost 564,600 acres (3.9%) of their forestland to development.
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Problem:  ODF has not provided the Progress Board with new data for BM 81 since sometime in the late 90's, because there are some significant problems with the data source.  The USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory and Analysis Program (FIA) produced the data used in BM 81.  Changes to sampling design and forestland definitions have caused the land base estimate to fluctuate over time. New data from this source shows an increase of about 2 million acres (about 7%) in the estimated size of the forestland base, and we do not believe that this problem can be rectified.  Therefore, we are proposing an alternative data source for the Benchmark.
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Recently completed studies (done cooperatively by ODF, ODA, DLCD and FIA) provide data that can be used to look at changes in the forest land base.  A composite estimate for forest land base change on non-federal forestlands is above.  Because there are no changes in sample designs, definitions, or other variables, this data provides a much more accurate picture of land use change.  The forestland base in Oregon is decreasing slowly.  Since the size of the forestland base is changing slowly, we only plan on updating the data every 5 to 10 years.

 
