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Program Area Agencies
Transportation Benchmarks G-3

Aviation, Department of G-4

Transportation, Department of G-6

 

1997-99

Actuals
1999-2001

Legislatively

Approved
2001-03

Current Service Level
2001-03

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund

$801,204

$5,113,851

$19,925,719

$18,201,355

Lottery Funds

20,057,110

20,098,892

19,994,850

19,994,850

Other Funds

1,678,842,883

1,972,016,828

1,617,512,364

1,634,065,742

Federal Funds

22,012,569

66,186,325

39,551,995

43,268,876

Other Funds (Nonlimited)

54,901,720

70,276,557

65,084,738

65,084,738

Federal Funds (Nonlimited)

0

0

0

0

Total Funds

$1,776,615,486

$2,133,692,453

$1,762,069,666

$1,780,615,561

Positions

4,904

5,021

4,930

4,954

Full-time Equivalent

4,702.45

4,796.95

4,677.82

4,759.36

Overview
This program area ensures efficient, safe transportation to enhance the state’s economic competitiveness and livability. The Transportation Program Area includes two agencies: the Department of Aviation and the Department of Transportation. Until July 1, 2000, Aviation was a part of the Department of Transportation. 

Revenues from fuel taxes and vehicle and driver fees are constitutionally dedicated to the Highway Fund and limited by the constitution to specific uses. Over the past several months, the Attorney General has reviewed all programs that use the Highway Fund to determine if rule or law changes are needed to bring the expenditures into compliance with the Constitution. Results of the assessment were not available in time to incorporate them into the recommended budget, but may influence legislative actions in the next session.

Recommended Budget
There are several major issues affecting the Transportation Program Area budgets:

· The Department of Transportation’s budget is less than the 1999-2001 Legislatively Approved Budget. This is primarily because the 1999-2001 budget assumed a gas tax increase that did not materialize. The current budget does not propose a gas tax increase; it balances to expected revenues. Resources are reallocated internally to focus on highway and bridge preservation. This is done mostly by delaying projects to the 2003-05 biennium and by making reductions in the administration, planning, and community assistance areas. 

· There is a provision for Driver and Motor Vehicle Services (DMV) to adjust some fees. This change makes the DMV self-supporting and provides revenue to the fund that pays for highway work. The fee adjustments will also restore some of DMV’s services that have been reduced in the 1999-2001 biennium. 

· The Rail Division has a dedicated revenue source. The 2001-03 budget includes additional positions to comply with federal requirements, support existing staff, and market the use of passenger rail services. 

· The Department of Transportation’s General Fund is about one percent of the budget. It mainly supports passenger rail and transit operations and equipment. Due to an overall General Fund shortfall, it was reduced about 10 percent. This will result in the purchase of fewer accessible vehicles and some reduction in motor coach service. 

· The Department of Aviation has additional revenue from the federal government and from an aviation fuel tax increase in the 1999-2001 biennium. These additional funds will be granted to small general aviation airports for pavement renovation and other projects that qualify for the funding. The Federal Aviation Administration will require assistance from the Department of Aviation in distributing the funds to communities. 


