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Judicial Branch Agencies
Court Procedures, Council On K-3

Judicial Department, Oregon K-4

Judicial Fitness and Disability, Commission on K-6

Public Defender K-7

 

1997-99

Actuals
1999-2001

Legislatively

Approved
2001-03

Current Service Level
2001-03

Agency

Request *
General Fund

$316,315,720

$365,313,638

$412,657,185

$494,867,202

Lottery Funds

0

0

0

0

Other Funds

4,885,184

8,476,596

8,492,998

13,561,579

Federal Funds

411,200

842,428

371,977

455,138

Other Funds (Nonlimited)

0

0

0

0

Federal Funds (Nonlimited)

0

0

0

0

Total Funds

$321,612,104

$374,632,662

$421,522,160

$508,883,919

Positions

1,867

1,995

1,961

2,429

Full-time Equivalent

1,659.13

1,754.35

1,783.31

2111.33

* The agency request budget was adjusted for changes in State Government Service Charges. The Governor’s adjusted budget includes $402,760,646 General Fund, $13,561,579 Other Funds, and $455,138 Federal Funds. These total $416,777,363 for the Judicial Branch. See discussion below.

Overview
The mission of the judicial branch is to:

· Provide fair and accessible justice services. 

· Protect the rights of individuals. 

· Preserve community welfare. 

· Inspire public confidence. 

Four agencies make up the judicial branch program unit. These agencies provide policy, program, and administrative support and oversight for the state’s judicial system.

Requested Budget
The budgets for Council on Court Procedures and the Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability continue at their current program levels. Their 1999-2001 legislatively approved budgets have been adjusted for inflation and other cost increases. 

The Chief Justice’s requested budget for the Judicial Department: 

· Continues the basic operations of the agency. 

· Adds 16 new judgeships and their staff. 

· Provides funding for judges and staff compensation and benefits adjustments. 

· Funds technology enhancements. 

· Provides funding for Integrated Family/Drug Courts, and dispute resolution and juvenile mediation programs. 

· Adds funding for more staff to address critical workload needs in Appellate and Administration programs in the Trial Courts. 

· Provides funding for renovation of the Supreme Court building. 

· Provides funding for new and remodeled courtroom space, furnishings, and equipment. 

The Public Defender’s budget request:

· Addresses salary parity for staff attorneys. 

· Reclassifies support employees. 

· Enhances technology needs. 

· Provides for contracting cases to private attorneys. 

· Funds a potential office move. 

Overall, the requested judicial branch budget is 35.8 percent higher than the 1999-2001 Legislatively Approved Budget.

Governor’s Adjustment
The judicial agencies are within a separate and independent branch of government. The Governor does not have budget authority over them. However, the law requires a balanced budget for the state. For this reason, the Governor’s budget reduces the requested General Fund budget for the Public Defender and the Judicial Department. It brings the total judicial branch’s budget to $402,760,646 General Fund. This is 2.4 percent below the adjusted current service level estimate. This change approximates the average reduction to current service level recommended for the rest of state government.

This adjustment is not a recommendation on the specific elements of the judicial branch’s budget. The full budget requests are shown in each agency’s narrative in this document. These are the requests that the 2001 Legislature will consider.


