	Budget and Management Division




	Governor's Message

To The Citizens of Oregon:
We are so fortunate to live in this wonderful state. Not only is Oregon justly renowned for its breathtaking beauty, but it is also a place where people still know how to look beyond their differences and work together on common issues.

None of this happened by accident. Previous generations of Oregonians looked ahead to the future and made choices and investments that kept Oregon a special place. 

Now, it is our turn. We face new challenges -- in educating our children, in preventing juvenile crime, and in protecting our quality of life.

This biennial state budget offers concrete proposals for meeting each of these challenges. It makes significant advances in our public schools, colleges, and universities. It breathes new life into our efforts to prevent juvenile crime. And it manages growth through important investments in transportation, housing, and land use. 

Here are my key proposals in each of these three areas:

Education. Giving Oregonians the education they need to succeed is one of the most crucial challenges we face today. I will propose that we add $100 million to the School Improvement Fund to help children meet the high standards of the Education Act of the 21st Century. I will also seek $73 million in additional funds for our community colleges and state universities. This will continue the freeze on in-state undergraduate tuition and help make our state university system more competitive and market-driven. Finally, I will propose expanding Oregon pre-Kindergarten programs to reach half of all eligible children. 

Juvenile Crime. There is no doubt that Oregon is "tough" on juvenile criminals. But the real challenge is to keep our children out of trouble in the first place. I will propose investing $30 million in the High Risk Juvenile Crime Prevention Partnership. These funds, which will go to counties, will be targeted to address the needs of high risk children on a community by community basis. I will also seek $20 million for alcohol and drug prevention and $7 million for early childhood intervention.

Quality of Life. We must manage our growth in a way that preserves not only our quality of life, but also protects the good economy we enjoy today. To accomplish this, I will propose investing $30 million in the Oregon Livability Initiative. This new effort will encourage new jobs in rural communities, build affordable housing, and invest in mixed use development, downtowns, and mainstreets. I will also propose a state-wide transit network to connect rural Oregon and the Willamette Valley, and address the joint problems of sprawl and congestion.

It has been said that the future is a matter of choice, not chance. I believe that and this budget will help us build the future we want. It addresses what I believe to be the most important challenges facing our state, offers responsible choices to meet these challenges and keeps Oregon a prosperous and special place to live.
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