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Judicial Branch Agencies
Court Procedures, Council on

Judicial Department, Oregon

Judicial Fitness And Disability, Commission on

Public Defender

 

 

1995-97

Actuals
1997-99

Legislatively

Approved
1999-2001

Current Service Level*
1999-2001

Agency
Request**
General Fund
$283,061,509 

$312,917,133 

$348,714,052 

$450,361,072 

Lottery Funds
0 

0 

--

0 

Other Funds (excluding lottery)
3,565,711 

6,945,677 

--

8,106,497 

Other Funds (Nonlimited)
0 

0 

--

0 

Federal Funds
109,432 

491,990 

--

614,043 

Total Funds
$286,736,652 

$320,354,800 

$348,714,052 

$459,081,612 

Positions
1,745 

1,830 

--

2,401 

Full-time Equivalent
1,579.91 

1,650.02 

--

2,166.69 

 

* General Fund estimate only. No audited current service level available for Judicial Department.

** Governor’s adjusted budget totals $355,713,153 General Fund, $8,106,497 Other Funds, and $614,369 Federal Funds, for $364,434,019 total funds. See discussion below.

Overview
The mission of the judicial branch is to: 

Provide fair and accessible justice services.

Protect the rights of individuals.

Preserve community welfare.

Inspire public confidence.

Four agencies make up the judicial branch program unit. These agencies provide policy, program, and administrative support and oversight for the state’s judicial system.

Requested Budget
The Council on Court Procedures and the Commission on Judicial Fitness continue at their current program levels. Their 1997-99 budgets have been adjusted for inflation and other cost increases. The budgets for the Judicial Department and Public Defender are much higher than 1997-99 approved levels. The budgets include proposals that would help the agencies meet growing demands for services and state and federal legislative mandates. 
The Chief Justice’s requested budget for the Judicial Department:
Continues the basic operations of the agency.

Adds funds and staff for the trial courts, appellate courts, the Tax Magistrate, and other programs. 

Covers higher costs expected from the federal Adoption and Safe Families Act. 

Adds significant funds for indigent defense caseloads. These are growing much faster than expected.

Funds technology infrastructure and facility issues.

Funds new policy proposals the Chief Justice will bring to the 1999 Legislature.

The Public Defender’s budget request:

Adds staff and addresses other personnel issues.

Funds related rent and continuing education costs.

Supports ongoing technology needs.

Overall, the requested judicial branch budget is 43.3 percent higher than the 1997-99 approved level.

Governor’s Budget Adjustment
The judicial agencies are within a separate and independent branch of government. The Governor does not have budget authority over them. However, the law requires a balanced budget for the State. For this reason, the Governor’s budget reduces the requested General Fund budgets for the Public Defender and the Judicial Department. 
It brings the total judicial branch’s budget to $355,713,153 General Fund. This is two percent above its initial current service level estimate and approximates the amount of increase recommended for the rest of state government. 
This adjustment is not a recommendation on the specific elements of the judicial agencies’ budgets. The full budget requests are shown in each agency’s narrative in this document. These are the requests that the 1999 Legislature will consider.

 


