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Program Area Agencies
Administration Benchmarks

Administrative Services, Oregon Department of

Asian Affairs, Commission on

Black Affairs, Commission on

Capitol Planning Commission

Employment Relations Board

Government Standards and Practices Commission, Oregon

Governor, Office of the

Hispanic Affairs, Commission on

Library, State

Liquor Control Commission, Oregon

Public Employees Retirement System

Racing Commission, Oregon

Revenue, Department of

Secretary of State

Treasurer of State

Women, Commission for
 

 

 

1995-97

Actuals
1997-99

Legislatively

Approved
1999-2001

Current Service Level
1999-2001

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund

$199,175,261

$121,135,423

$126,227,822

$138,328,204

Lottery Funds

5,000,410

4,000,000

5,273,048

7,085,812

Other Funds (excluding lottery)

289,684,726

321,010,330

303,364,042

380,025,557

Other Funds (Nonlimited)

2,049,693,723

3,114,102,317

3,415,123,093

3,415,702,977

Federal Funds

2,613,695

3,608,239

3,554,336

3,554,336

Federal Funds (Nonlimited)

0

0

0

0

Total Funds

$2,546,167,815

$3,563,856,309

$3,853,542,341

$3,944,696,886

Positions

2,601

2,645

2,510

2,764

Full-time Equivalent

2,418.36

2,498.98

2,456.67

2,610.75

Overview
The Administration Program Area includes statewide elected officials, commissions, and State agencies. They provide policy direction and core central services to agencies. The core central services provided include:
Directing State operations and ensuring accountability of public officials and agencies.

Managing elections and tax collections activities.

Regulating the sale of alcoholic beverages.

Working to eliminate social barriers due to race and gender.

Recommended Budget
The Administration Program Area budgets generally continue current service levels. Some agency budgets add resources to meet workload demands or complete technology improvements. The Governor’s recommended budget is about $3.9 billion total funds. This is an 11 percent increase over the 1997-99 approved level.

Key elements of the 1999-2001 Governor’s Recommended Budget include:

The four advocacy commissions maintain a General Fund appropriation of $135,000. The expenditure limitation for the Commission for Women and the Commission on Hispanic Affairs is increased to expand services.

The Racing Commission will add staff and funding to allow the Commission to control simulcasting activity in the state.

The Oregon Liquor Control Commission will add staff to reduce the sale of alcohol to minors. The agency will also make building and systems improvements.

The State Library will add resources for the Talking Book and Braille Service Program. This Program uses many volunteers to staff the Program.

The Secretary of State will add $6.2 million General Fund to develop a central voter registration system. This would make it easier to access and keep accurate records. Two new limited duration positions would work on a project to improve business registry records. The budget request also funds other technology needs and deals with staffing issues.

The Capital Planning Commission will continue current service levels.

The Government Standards and Practices Commission will add funding for several technology improvements.

The Department of Revenue will add staff to educate taxpayers and enforce tax laws. This will help more Oregonians voluntarily file and pay their taxes. This should raise over $8 million more in state taxes and over $1 million more in local government revenues.

The Department of Administrative Services expects $7.5 million from the sale of certificates of participation. The funds will be used to pay for a new State budgeting system.

The Employment Relations Board will add one office support position to help address agency workload problems.

The Public Employees Retirement System will add staff to handle increased workload. The number of retiring public workers continues to rise. This agency is also continuing a six-year revamp of its system.

Other Adjustments
The Secretary of State is an elected, constitutional official. The Governor does not have budget authority for this agency. However, the law requires he submit a balanced budget for the State. For this reason, the budget reduces the Secretary of State budget request by $6,371,868 General Fund. It brings the agency's budget to two percent above its initial current service level estimate. This approximates the amount of increase recommended for the rest of state government.

This adjustment is not a recommendation on the specific elements of the agency’s budget. The full budget request is shown in the agency summary in this document. This is the request that the 1997 Legislature will consider.

 

Administration Benchmarks
There are two primary Oregon Benchmarks for State agencies in the administration program area. They are management quality in terms of national ranking and the percentage of Oregonians who understand the tax system.

The national ranking of public management quality is Benchmark No. 39. This measure was based on a state ranking by Financial World magazine. The magazine has stopped making those rankings. Governing magazine has started a similar review. Its results will be reported in January 1999. States will be ranked from one to fifty or given letter grades.

Oregon was in the top 20 percent of the states for two out of the last six Financial World surveys. That meets the benchmark for 2000 and 2010. Areas addressed in the new survey are expected to include financial management, human resource management, information technology management, capital assets management, and managing for results.

Oregonians' understanding of the tax system is Benchmark No. 36. It looks at how many people understand the Oregon tax system and how the money is spent. It gauges the percentage who know the main source of General Fund revenues and the main category of General Fund expenditures. The data comes from the Survey of State and Local Government Issues in Oregon. This is a mail survey conducted each year by Oregon State University. Between 1992 and 1995 those understanding the tax system increased from 11 percent to 19 percent. The benchmark target for 2000 is 25 percent and for 2010 is 50 percent.

 

There are other benchmarks for administration. Some are more directly impacted by local government or the Legislative Branch. They include:

 

Voter turnout. -- No. 34 measures the percentage of eligibles who vote.

State and local taxes. -- No. 37 measures state and local taxes per capita.

Personal income taxes. -- No. 83 measures state and local taxes per $1,000 of personal income.

State bond rating. -- No. 40 measures the state general obligation bond rating.

 


